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ceiving some present for her pains. Among other things, a dress
had been expressly made for her wearing in this prelude. And
being of a light imitative nature, she quickly marked in the pro-
cedure of the ladies whatever would befit herself: she had of late
grown all politeness and decorum. The attentions of the Stall-
meister augmented rather than diminished; and, as the officers
also paid zealous court to her, living in so genial an element, it
came into her head for once in her life to play the prude, and, in
a quiet gradual way, to take upon herself a certain dignity of
manner to which she had not before aspired. Cool and sharp-
sighted as she was, eight days had not elapsed till she knew the
weak side of every person in the house; so that, had she possessed
the power of acting from any constant motive, she might very
easily have made her fortune. But on this occasion, as on all
others, she employed her advantages merely to divert herself, to
procure a bright today, and be impertinent, wherever she observed
that impertinence was not attended with danger.
The parts were now committed to memory; a rehearsal of the
piece was ordered; the Count purposed to be present at it; and
his lady began to feel anxious how he might receive it. The
Baroness called Wilhelm to her privately: the nearer the hour
approached, they all displayed the more perplexity; for the truth
was, that of the Count's original idea nothing whatever had been
introduced. Jarno, who joined them while consulting together,
was admitted to the secret. He felt amused at the contrivance,
and was heartily disposed to offer the ladies his good services in
carrying it through. " It will go hard," said he, " if you cannot
extricate yourselves without help from this affair; but, at all
events, I will wait as a body of reserve." The Baroness then
told them how she had on various occasions recited the whole
piece to the Count, but only in fragments and without order; that
consequently he was prepared for each individual passage, yet
certainly possessed with the idea that the whole would coincide'
with his original conception. " I will sit by him," said she, "to-
night at the rehearsal, and study to divert his attention. The
confectioner I have engaged already to make the decoration as
beautiful as possible, but as yet he has not quite completed it."
"I know of a Court," said Jarno, " where I wish we had a
few such active and prudent Mends as you.   If your skill tonight -
will not suffice, give me a signal; I will take out the Count, an<]
not let him in again till Minerva enter, and you have speedy ;

